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F HELLO, POCTORS.

I'M JOHN EDWARDS.
I BELIEVE YOU'RE
EXPECTING ME...7

YES. THE
RECEPTIONIST TOLD
ME THAT TONIGHT WOULD
PROBABLY BE SLOW AND
THEREFORE A GOOD
CHAMCE TO GET THE
SHOTS I NEED wWrmrHOUT
GETTING IN YOUR,
WAY,

n

e — =
-

-
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FEELING DOWN, RABID READERS P AILING FROM
TIRED BLOOD WHICH THOSE QTHER COMPETITORS TRY TO
PUMP THROUGH THE PAGES OF THEIR. SICA, MAGAZINES ?

WELL, COME ALONG FOR A REJUVENATING LITTLE VISIT TOD
MARTHA WASHINGTON HOSPITAL, BLOOD BANK DIVISION, WHERE
NEATLY STORED ROWS OF DDONATED PLASMA ARE GUARDED

. DURING THE NIGHT BY DRS. JOSEPH SARNO AND RICHARD

. MAUSER. AND WHERE JOHN EDWARDS, FREELANCE
PHOTOGRAPKER /5 ABDUT TO BUT A. e

=
.-

THE

e L

THAT'S TRUE. MOST ACCIDENTS
WHICH REQUIRE BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS
OCCUR PURING THE PAYLIGHT
HOURS -- WHEN PEQPLE ARE MOST
ACTIVE AND PROMNE TO PLACE
THEMSELVES N POSITIONS OF
DANGER., 1S THERE ANY OTHER.
REASON WHY YouUu CHOSE TO

CONDUCT THIS SESSION DURING
THE NIGHT SHIFT?

WHO'S DOING A

SUPPLEMENT

you?

3 /
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NOW THAT YOU MENTION IT, YES--TWD
REASONS, FIRST, IT MAKES A BETTER.
AMGLE FOR THE STORY-- DEDICATEDR
NIGHT TECHNICIANS AND ALL THAT.
SECOND, RUMORS HAVE B
LEAKED OUT ABOUT AN
ALARMING AMOUNT OF
MISSING BLOOD |

SPREAD, AREN'T

/ YES.YES, YOURE \
THE PHOTOGRAPHER i

i
i

PHOTO-STURY ON THE
8LOOD CENTER HERE
FOR A SUNPAY NEWS




THE RUMORS ARE,
UNFORTUMNATELY., TRUE. BEEN SECURITY
THE MORNING STAFF'S \  CHECKS, ON THE
DAILY INVENTORY INVARIABLY . MAINTEMANCE

HAVE THERE

EVIDENCES AM UNACCOUNTEP- | WORKERS,

| FOR. LOSS OF SEVERAL QUARTS  NURSZS, ANP
OF PLASMA EACH PAY-- Evgrm SO FORTH?Z
THOUGH DR, HAUSER, AND 1 e

MAINTAIN A CLOSE WATCH

OVER. THE BLOOD BANK.

THROUGHOUT THE
| ENTIRE MNIGHT. _

¢

&

L YES.YES,OF COU

N RESPONSE TO THE PHOTOGRAPHER!S GUESTION, PR.
LICHARD HALSER. REPLIES, HIS GAZE COLD, UNSWERVING,
AND PIZRCINGLY INTENSE:

YES, MR.EDWARDS!
YOU MAY REST ASSURED
THAT THE TIGHTEST SECURITY
CLEARANCES HAVE BEEN
CONDUCTED -- AND TO NO
AVAILL HOWEVER., THE
MYSTERY WILL UNPOUBTEDLY
BE SOLVED TO EVERYONE'S
SATISFACTION--BEFORE
OUR SUPPLY OF PLASMA
IS SERIOUSLY DIMINISHED
AND QUR EFFICIENCY TO
PRESERVE LIVES i
THREATENED! NOW, DO WE
HAVE YOUR. ASSURANCE
THAT THIS PHOTD-STUDY
wiLL NOT ASSUME
SENSATIONAL

PROPORTIONS 2

=

kY

AV HVAMAL.. THIS HAUSE
48 CHARACTER SEEMS A
= LITTLE PARANOID ABOUT

135&...!_ THE WHOLE BUSINESS...

NOW, POCTORS, IF
YOU'LL JUST &0 ABOUT
YOUR BUSINESS, L'LL
TRY TO KEEP OUT OF
YOUR way WHILE I
TAKE SOME SHOTS.
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FINALLY, THE / GOOD NIGHT,
SHOOTING SESSION . MR_EDWARDS.
COMPLETED, JOHN i
EDWARDS PREPARES
TO LEAVE THE
HOSPITAL'S BLOOD

AND ONE OF THe TWO
DOCS TOSETHER LDST

BANK...
i - -__‘_HH“"‘M e
" 1 GUESS THAT

/ ABOUT WRAPS IT
I UP. THANKS FOR
YOUR TIME, AND ==
I'LL SEE THAT YOU
GET COPIES OF
THE STORY WHEN
IT'S PRINTED .
SO LONG!

/€5, 1 NOTICED yOU =
WERE RATHER CAMERA-
SHY -- ALMOST AYOIDING
THE LENS. OH, WELL, T'M
. OOING TO GET SOME
. COFFEE. WANT ME TO

|'. BRING A CUP BACK
FOR. You ;/

AS THE DOOR SOFTLY HUSHES |
SHUT, DR. HAUSER TURNS TO
HIS COLLEAGUE WITH A SIGH.. |

Ty
l\I\'.

WELL, I'W
GLAD THAT'S OVER.
1 DISLIKE HAVING MY
PICTURE TAKEM-=1T
PISTRACTS ME... MAKES
ME FEEL AS IF I'M ON
EXHBITION.

\/ NO. NO, THANK AS SARNO'S
B YOU.1 DON'T... STACATTO
i DRINK, COFFEE, FOOTSTEPS
L SRADUALLY
r RECEDED PR

HAUSER STUDIER
THE BOTTLED
ROWS OF CRIMSON
LIFE=- ESSENCE--
PERHARS FORA
ROUTINE INSPECTICN
OF THE DONATEDR

SUIT YOURSELF.
CEE YOU N ABOUT
TEN MINUTES.




ROUTINE THOUGH HIS
ACTIONS MAY BE, DR.
HAUSER, 15 BENT ON
FAR. MORE THAN
A MERE INSPECTION
OFTHE LIFE=-GIVING |
FLUID ! HALTING BEFORE
THE TIERED ROWS OF
LABELED PLASMA A HE
SCANS THE SHELVES
BRIEFLY, REACHES FOR
ONE OF THE SURGICAL
BOTTLES...

AR O *f”’%
A FIERCE PASSION...
/,/’f

g

RS %\\\%\%H%

[

Ty 77

... ANP HIS LIPS
WRITHING BACK.
IN A FERAL SNARL
OF UNHOLY
ANTICIPATION,
RAISES THE
OPENED BOTTLE
TO HIS MOUTH...

" HAHAMA! THE PERFECT
! OCCUPATION FOR AVAMPIRE !

SOMEDAY T MUST WRITE MY
MEMOIRS-- T CAN SEE THE TITLE
NOW: THE LAZY VAMPIRE,
OR 1 WORKED
THE NIGHT

HIS UNNATURAL--BUT
NO LESS IMPELLING
THIRST FOR BLOOD FINALLY
SLAKED, HAUSER FURTIVELY
WASHES OUT THE INSIDE
OF THE DRAINED PLASMA
BOTTLE AMD REPLACES
IT ON A SHELF AMONG
DTHER.E -IHZE IT...

-
-,

GORGMGE AH, FINALLY.,. FINALLY
HIMSELF ON I ONCE AGAM TASTE THE
IT5 CONTENTS, SWEET MECTAR. OF LIFE--AS
REVELLING IN I MUST DO EVERY MIGHT.
THE WARM AND HOW CONVEMIENT THAT DR..
THICK METALLIC SARNO CHOOSES TO TAKE
TASTE OF HIS COFFEE BREAK [N THE
HUmMAN CAFETERIA NSTEAD

BLOOD. OF HERE!

... RETURNING TO THE WORK AREA IN TIME TO
GREET DR. SARNO, RETURNING FROM HIS COFFEE

BREAK...
EVERXTHING ALL
RIGHT? I HOPEI
_ WASN'T TOO LONG...7
i A

WEREN'T TOO
LONG AT
ALL.

L




LATER. THE FOLLOWING
DAY, JOHN EDWARDS
WORKS ON A CONSIPERABLY
woRe AGREEABLE
ASSIGNMENT THAN
THE PREVIOUS
NIGHT'S WORXK...

......
......

N
THAT'S IT... {

NOW JUST
H-0-L- 1T... A

i

RULES ARE!

T

o T e —

¢ WELL, I HAVEN'T MUCH CHOICE HAEIZ |
| I SWEAR IF YOUR HEAD WASN'T SCREWED |

| ON... WELL, T'LL SEE Y0U TOMORROW /
\NIGHT THEN, JOHN ? i

-

m

_——
- =

e |
- YES, FINE, &
WHY DON'T ¥Ou
DROP OVER HERE
AFTER WORK,OxaAY”
00D NIGHT, PaM. I
REALLY AM SORRY

16

THAT'S THE LAST ONE,
THAT'S PERFECT J0HN! 116 FIVE O'CLOCK, AND ||V

/ YOU KNOW HOW STRICT A MODELS | 570 If

 TO TAKE ME OUT TO DINNER,
”“-\,HﬂE YOU PROMISED?

BOSOM... NOW, A NICE

"\ EET A TEASING
iy SMLE ... j

YOUR, HEAD JUST A BIT... PUSH
THE HAIR BACKE FROM YOUR

TEASING SMILE ... CAN YOU

e

ARE You READY |

& ]
il
=" 1

P]-._ Tv DIriHER?! OH MY GOD,

T,

"N PAM, I'D COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN
ABOUT IT! LOOK, CAN YOU TAXE A
RAN CHECK? I'VE GOT 10
PEVELOP

|
THOSE PICTURES OF .
THE BLOOD BANK. TONIGHT. THE AR sl (7%
DEADLINE FOR. SUBMISSION .
'S THURSDAY . 7

X

'\.‘h.

RETIRING TO THE DARKROOM,
EDWARDS CONDUCTS THE SOMEWHAT
NOISOME TASK OF DEVELOPING
THE PREVIOUS NIGHT'S FILM.

THE FIRST TWO PHOTOGRAPHS
ARE ROUTINELY SOAKED IN THE
PHOTOGRAPHER'S CHEMICAL BASIN
AND PINNED UP TO DRY. BUT THE
THIRD ..

£/ WHAT'S THIS P IT
/ CAN'T BE! I'M

OF THE DOCTORS IN THIS
SHOT! ANDYET...

CERTAIN I GoT BOTH |
.‘--._ -‘ L%

ONY SARMNO 5 IN THS
PICTURE ! AND THAT TEST
TUBE -- FLOATING IN
MID-AIR WHERE HAUSER
SHOULD ee! ms
INCREDIBLE... UNCANNY'!




—— = =

. VAMPIRE ! anD YET W
| WHAT OTHER, EXPLANATION (L5
CAN THERE BE? YAMPIRES
DRINK. BLOOD, CAN -
ONLY WALK. ABROAD
NIGHT, AND CAST
NO REFLECTION
N A MIRROR :
THEIR IMAGES
PROBABLY CAN'T SHOW

scowy, THe Futt ||| Il
IMPORT OF THE i
SITUATION GRADUALLY 1|

DAWNS ON THE YOUNG nl' &
PHOTOGRAPHER....

~ TEST TUBE Y|
NMID-AIR.--

NO HAUSER

| IN THE PICTURE...BLOOD
| MISSING FROM THE HOSPITAL
| NIGHT sHIFT... OF )
COURSE! BUT... IT'S %
TOO FANTASTIC TO BE 1
TRUE ! THERE'S NO //\
SUCH THING AS

IT'S A CINCH
. NO ONe'LL BELIEVE
ME -- I'LL HAVE TO DESTROY .
| HAUSER MYSELF! AND IFI ./
REMEMBER. MY OLD LUGOSI
FLICKS CORRECTLY, THE
ONLY THINGS FATALTO A
VAMPIRE ARE SILVER BULLETS, |
WOOPEN STAKES, AND
i SUNLIGHT ! THS SILVER
| ”iTRATE USED TO .
| DEVELOP FOTOS, MIGHT
JUST DO THE TRICK! /

A SHORT TAXI GOOP EVENING, DOCTORS. I'M AFRAID 1
RIDE BRINGS THE BLEW IT ON A FEW OF THE SHOTS LAST
GRIM PHOTOGRA-  NIGHT== BAD LIGHTING AND ALL. I GUESS
PHER. BACK TO MY MIND WASN'T ON WHAT T WAS DOING.
THE BLOCD BANK... THE MISSING BLOOP PROBABLY GOT
TO ME. YOU DON'T MIND IF I RESHOOT
f‘uH A FEW, DO YOU? /

GO RIGHT |
. AHEAD. _;'

I...UH, ALSO NEGLECTED TO PAY = _ =] THINKING HIS ACTIONS | THE MEDDLING FOOL! HE'S
AS MUCH ATTEMNTION TO THE - UNOBSERVED, EDWARDS | SOMEHOW LEARNED MY
COMPOSITION OF CERTAIN SHOTS SURREPTITIOUSLY POURS , SECRET/HE'S PUTTING
AS 1 SHOULD HAVE. A HEAVY DOSE OF SLVER | SOME SORT OF SILVER
YOU DON'T OBJECT NITRATE INTO ONE COMPOUND INTO THE 4
TO MY RE- GROUPING OF THE PLASMA /R BLoop! "
SOME OF THESE BOTTLES. BUT, ;& . . "
BOTTLES FOR A - 2
MORE BALANCED
EFFECT, DO YOU?

< T'LL LEAVE THIS
BOTTLE OUT IN FRONT,
SEPARATE FROM THE OTHERS. |
I HOPE HAUSER PICKS IT FOR

HIS MIDNIGHT SNACK! A

" NO. JUST PON'T
STEAL any OF

THEM. HAHAHA,
.

n



THE NEXT EVENNG, EDWARDS
EAGERLY CONFIDES HIS
INCREDIBLE DISCOVERY WITH...

BUT PAM,1
. TELL ¥YOU THERE'S

NO OTHER. POSSIBLE
EXPLANATION...

THE NIGHT AT PAM'S
APARTMENT IS
MARRED BY THE
MODEL'S PERSISTENT
DISDAIN OF THE
VAMPIRE STORY...

GOCD-NIGHT,
JOHN. AND PLEASE,
[ TRY AND FORGET
ABOUT THE VAMPIRE AT
\ THE BLOOD BANE, /
BN /

ﬂ_\I

SHE'D SAY IF SHE KNEW T
WHAT LENGTHS I'VE §oe-
il
% THE SILVER. NITRATE A
. AND ALL. -~
| FOOL LATER.. BUT FIRST
THERE IS THE MATTER

|

1 WONDER, WHAT “JENIN
ACTUALLY GOME TO ==

’ I'LL TAKE CARE OF THAT \ !.

T8

OH, JOHN, REALLY .
VAMPIRES! Have
YOU BEEN READING
COMIC BOOKS ?

MEANWHILE, DR SARNO BECOMES [
INCREASINGLY PE ETUR.BED

~

WHERE THE DEVIL IS
THAT HAUSER? HE'S
BEEN GOME FGR.D'-'ER.
AN HOUR Nm!-f'
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15 THERE ANYTHING MORE DEFENSELESS | ' A.H:;uf T;Eff;m
THAN A GIRL TRAPPED INDEEP SLUMBER 7 ANYTHING MORE
> 2 FEARFUL THAN
THE WAKED VISAGE |
OF HORROR.
NCARMATE --A

VAMPIRE, His

LIPS CURLED BACK
EXPOSING THE Twin |
BARBS OF DEADLY-
POINTED FANGS?!

i

L



WHO CAN SAY WHAT UNCANNY POWERS OF MENTAL
PERSUASION THAT BALEFUL GAZE POSSESSES
POWER. ENOUGH TO SEIZE THE GIRL IN THE VERY
MIDST OF SLEEP AND SHATTER. HER. PRECARIOUS
STATE OF REST...

THE THIRSTING VAMPIRE LOCKS AN
INTENSE STARE OF INCREDIBLE
CONCENTRATION ON THE
INNDCENTLY SLUMBERING FACE.

HIS MOVEMENTS THOSE THIS CAN ONLY ‘ GOOSEFLESH RISES ON THE GIRL'S DELICATELY ROUNDED
OF CAREFULLY ARDCROUS 8 A DREAM --BuT ARM AS THE VAMPIRE GENTLY RUNS HIS FINGERTIPS CNER,
LOVER INSLOW MOTION, | SOMEHOW I KNOW IT'S HER. NECK...HIS SLOWLY QUESTING LIPS BRUSH OVER
HAUSER REACHES DOWN | NOT! IT'S REALLY HER. PULSING THROAT..,

AND GENTLY BRUSHES A | HAPPENING! WHY CAaN'T
WISP OF HAIR FROM THE l\\{ SCREAM?!

GIRL'S THROAT.. .

= —_— -
- - . Ly, e a' iy

S o
4

..‘H

%1

i
'l:-.i.i:. |

-
i FANTASTIC AS ITIS, I CAN'T HELP :
/' MYSELF FROM ACTUALLY ENJOYING %
THIS! JOHN'S CARESSES SEEM CRUDE, \
FUMBLING, BY COMPARISON, ITS ALMOST |,
AS IF I'M HOPING FOR DEATH.. &




SLOWLY THE VAMPIRE POISES HIS
FACE CVER PAM'S ... LINGERS
BEFORE HER UNTIL SHE SHNVERS

~ {-1'VE NEVER
EXPERIENCED SUCH |
KISSES BEFORE...

WITH ANTICIPATION... AMD FINALLY, NEVER FELT SO
ALMOST INTERMINABLY CARESSES STRANGE... '
| HER. SOFT, FULL LIPS EVER. SO e & kR N 4 o
I SLOWLY WITH HIS OWN... s x_ J ;__.:., .- o ; § ey . , —

e

| AFTER BUILDING TO A FINAL PASSIONATE KISS, THE
VAMPIRE RESTED LAYING HIS FACE OVER HERS...
HIS FINGERS TOUCHING THE GIRL'S DELICATELY
SMOOTH THROAT SEEMINGLY CHISELLEP FROM

HIS MOUTH OPENS, REVEALING TwiIN POINTS
OF PASSION...

ALMOST DAWM=-TOO LATE TO
DEAL WITH THAT PHOTOGRAPHER
TONIEHT, HE'LL HAVE ONE
MORE DAY TO LIVE=-- AND
HE'LL LIVE IT CONSLUMED
WITH SRIEF CVER

.. HIS PAMELA!

INTO HER. JUGULAR, VEIN, CONSUMMATING HIS BLOODLUST!
HOT BLOOD SPURTS FROM THE TWO WOUNDS, BUBBLING |
| INTO THE VAMPIR

SUDDENLY ANP WITHOUT WARNING HE SINKS HIS FANGS 1

Fa
i £

81



DAWN AND JOHN EDWARDS AWAKENS DAMMIT, I DON'T

ABRUPTLY WITH A SUDDEM AND TERRIFYING HAVE TMETO |
REALIZATION... TALK NOW!

GOOD LORDL WHY DIDN'T I - :
REALIZE WHAT I'D DONE BEFORE ¢ YES,HELLO!
THIS P! WHAT IF HAUSER. DOESN'T | WHO 15 1T 7
[ DRIN¢ THE SILVER NITRATE-TREATED 4 -
BLOOD 7 WHAT IF THE HOSPITAL

USES IT ON SOMEONE--T
.-":.-::_.;_'.-I. j

SS——
]

MR. JOHN EDWARDS 7 MARTHA
WASHINGTON HOSPITAL CALLING. YOUR
NAME WAS FOUND IN A Miss PAMELA

HOLMES' WALLET, LISTED AS THE
PERSON TO BE CONTACTED N THE
EVENT OF AN EMERGENLCY. MISS
HOLMES WAS BROUGHT HERE
EARLY THIS MORMNING. SHE'S
SUFFERING FROM ACUTE ANEMIA

', AND 15 UNDERGCING A BLOOD

- {\‘\TMHSFUEIGN RIGHT an?

| e e
.f {
|

A




A PELL-MELL TAX| RIDE
THROUGH THE EARLY
MORMING TRAFFIC,AND...
BREATHLESS, JOHN
EDWARDS BURSTS INTO
THE RECEPTION AREA
OF THE HOSPITAL.

TRANSFUSION-!?

’Erj‘ﬁ_
!

i

|\ HOSPITAL, S R!

— Tv

L/ I'M AFRAID YOU'LLHAVE
TO KEEP YOUR VOICE DOWHN i

II OR. YOU WILL BE REQUESTED

N TO LEAVE.THISIS A

|

“ALL RIGHT
ALL RIGHT !
WHAT ROOM

15 PAMELA .
HOLMES IN? /

BLOOD

J

.!.'!-4

ey ‘ I .\""
7 YES, THAT IS CORRECT, MR, ‘2\4'7 L
EDWARDS. WILL YOU BE COMING “M;"
TO THE HOSPITAL? MR EDWARDS? ¢ ;
MR, EDWARDS MR EDWARDS
ARE YOU THERE ?

WHAT ROOM IS
PAMELA HOLMES
IN?! QUICKLY,

PAMELA HOLMES 15 IN

THERE ., WE WILL NOTIFY You

THE OPERATING RooMm
AND YOU CAN'T BE PERMITTED
IN. YOU'LL HAVE TO WAIT OVER. 25

a3



_/ WHAT'S KEEPNG
.3 THEM?T IT CAN'T TAXE

- '
T :.*-"‘ THIE LONG JUET a1 o
- w A TRANSFUSION... / . = .t

NEWS...

MR.EDWARDS 7 I'M
DR.RYDELL. 1I'M AFRAID
1 HAVE SOME UNFORTUNATE

e e e

T2
L1

[
=

; ﬂ’ ! eq;r: ..

Ry

THE BLOOPD
TRANSFUSION,

.__‘________1

b1

MISS HOLMES ™
DIED supDEMLY
AND UNACCOUNTABLY

| IMMEDIATELY AFTER -

o

"
. =

h_---—-_-_ |_\____.__.

i




LSILVER MITRATE-—
DEADLY POISON.I DON'T
KANOW HOW IT COULD HAVE

GOTTEM INTO OUR PLASMA |
supeLy BUT, I ASSURE
YOU, THE HOSPITAL 'WILL

= ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITY
B\ FOR THIS TRAGIC

' OCCURRENCE L 4

HER DEATH 'WAS 5D
PECULIAR -- 50

UNPRECEDENTED=--THAT
WE TOOK THE LIBERTY
OF PERFORMING |

AN IMMEDIATE

AUTOPSY ON HER.
al  CIRCULATORY SYSTEM,
s WE FOLMD AN INCREDIBLE
i, AMOUNT OF..,

——t - :
: THE HOSPITAL MEEDN'T | GRIEF - STRICKEN,

: 1 TAKE THAT RESPONSIBILITY, | BUT FILLED WITH A

; pOCTOR.1 DO / | GRAVE RESOLVE,

. - EDWARDS WALKSTD o

| | THE RECEPTIONIST'S TR
DESK, UNAWARE CF L..+ ; L‘
THE DOCTOR'S x| \
PUZZLED w::ﬂns ]
auT, MH‘..
EDWARDS... BUT
WHAT DO You
MEAN BY THAT ?

oy
w

*I_u

[ PAM WAS
SUFFERING FROM
ANEMIA== LOSS OF
BLOOD. THAT CAN
ONLY MEAN THAT
HAUSER KNOWS ABOUT
ME==HE STRUCK AT
ME THROUGH PaM...!

L

COULD ¥OU GIVEME THE | DR.HAUSER RESIDES AT 1 |/ NO... I'M CERTAIN
HOME ADDRESS OF ONE -, 844 JOLIETROAD.SHALL | // YOU WOULDN'T 8E

OF YOUR. NIGHT » 1 PHONE HIM TO SAY YOU'RE ' ABLE TO GET THROUGH H
TECHNICIANS -~ COMING ? A\ TO HIM DURING 3
DR.RICHARD [ R . THE Day.

HAUSER. 4 "‘::h.,

;{.Et-:ﬁ

8



d
i

|

-
& T
—- ' .'j

‘ERLINBEN

WITHADRENALIN- §
FRED STRENGTH
THE GRIM NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHER,
KICKS DOWN THE
FRONT DOOR. L

HE'LL
PAY... HAUSER,
WILL PAY FOR
WHAT HE'S

DONE | A
P

v THIS SHOULD Y B
MAKE AS GOOD 1
A STAKE AS :

NOW IT'S SHARP ENOUGH. HAUNTED WITH
GO0 THING THERE S A THOUGHTS OF PAM,
8 - MALLET BUT RESOLVED BY
- X HERE

AN UNQUENCHABLE
THIRST FOR.
VENGEANCE, EDWARDS
DESCENDS THE
CREAKY CELLAR.
STEPS, 'u'-"DGD':'-«!
STAKE AND MALLET
FIRMLY IN HIS
qﬂNﬂS

| S THE ONLY
. LOGICAL
o




COBWEBS
WISPED ACROSS
HIS FACE... RATS
SCUTTLED FROM
HIS PATH... AND AN
CVERWHELMING
DRY MUSTINESS
ALMOST OVERTOOK N,
THE GRIM A .
PHOTOGRAPHER. . Er L o= B
.|I

-_“l,‘.‘
; L]

THE SHARPLY
HONED WOODEN
STAKE N HIS
LEFT HAMD THE
MALLET IN HIS
RIGHT, EDWARDS l
FURIOUSLY KICKS |
THE LID OFF THE
VAMPIRE'S COFFIN... |

s

SEETHING WITH UNBRIDLED

FURY EDWARDS RECKLESSLY
DEMOLISHES THE EMPTY
COFEIN... THE DaK
SPLINTERING AND
MOCKING HIM.

HE KNOWS I'M
AFTER. HIM-- HE MUST'VE
PLANTED ANOTHER,
COFFIN SOME WHERE
ELSE. -- GOD KNOWS
WHERE!

=7 THERE ITIS! HAUSER'S B

X THERE NOW... LYING |, —
- 3 HELPLESSLY ! ~
¥ "‘;/ n
, . —a

P =

COFFIN! (T HAS TO BE! HE'S ‘(i

ONY TO
DISCOVER....

HIS ORGY OF DESTRUCTION
COMPLETE, EDWARDS FEELS
HIS SOUL SOMEHOW PURGED
OF VIOLENCE--FOR. THE
MOMENT AT LEAST, HIS
SHOULDERS SLUMPED IN
RESIGNATION, HE LEAVES
THE DREARY WOOD-
STREWN DEVASTATION,

NOTHING TO
DO BUT GO HOME --
W co Lome D

FU WAIT FOR HIM
’ B TO COME TO
ME!

a



STkl SRIEF-STRICKEN OVER THE A FE-'l,.!,' I;:!uA‘SIC ASSUMPTIONS MUST AND THIS AWFUL STINKING GARLIC |
SLAIN MODEL, EDWARDS SPENDS EC’LD TRUE: T'LL BE TOTALLY STRUNG ARCUND THE DOORS AND

APPEARANCE ..,

. F .S

4 DISMAL AFTERNOON 1N
PREPARATION FOR THE VAMAIRE'S

HELPLESS BEFORE WINDOWS IS SUPPOSED TD KEEP HIM
HAUSER'S ATTACK OUT. OF COURSE, THERE MUST BE A /é

UNLESS T TAKE FINAL CONFRONTATION WITH HiM
SOME COF THIS EVENTUALLY-- AND WHEN I'Mm
INTO ACCOUNT!: COMPLETELY READY FORIT, I'LL
THE BOOKS ALL TﬂH: THE @4ARLIC DOWNL
e AGREE THAT THE
R .. A\ CRUXIFIX IS WHAT
.~ | DETERS A VAMPIRE--
\ il AND THAT A STAKE
| DRIVEN THROUGH
" THE HEART
. ISFATAL! /

e, T

THERE ARE SO MANY MYTHS AND
LEGENDS.. S0 MUCH SUPERSTITIOUS
LORE SURROUNDING WLMPJRISM !
THESE LIBRARY
BOCKS CONTRADICT

R

@

) ’3 %
SREPARATIONS (3. A B ¢ LS X }l
COMPLETED, I,-.-_-'-.")' | = . : ; ~-’"rln )
“'ﬁ,ﬂ\;ﬁ[}r -.-:__'_.-"‘" - i
SETTLESS AND IF THAT JAZZ
DOWN BEHIND |/ ABOUT RUNNING WATER
HIS DESK.... ' IS TRUE, MAYBE T SHOULD

SURROUND THE APARTMENT

WTH 4 MOAT . OH WELL, SINCE

I CAN'T GET ANY MORE BOOKS FROM

THE LIBRARY LINTIL TOMORROW. THERE'S |

NOTHING ELSE TO DO BUT WAIT --
AND STAY AWAKE!

Lo ALL MIGHT == FOR THAT
IS THE ENSHROUDED TIME
WHEN THE NOCTURMAL
UNDEAD PROWLS FREELY..

YES, JOHN EDWARDS,
vou MUST sTaY
AwakE ALL NIGHT..

SO TIRED...
SLEEPY...

\_:YAWN:




THE BRITTLE SUDDEN SHATTERING |
OF GLASS INTO A THOUSAND ]
CRYSTAL SHARDS LIKEWISE -2 “a
SHATTERS EDWARDS' CATNAPWTH | ) TING
AN INTENSE ABRUPTNESS Wi

WITH DYNAMIC SUDDEMESS, THE VAMPIRE STREAKS
|NTG MOTION ...

THE GARLIC DIDN'T STOP YOU, }l ' “ !lma
x " ¢

" WHAT THE -
HAUSER

\ «_BUT MAVEE .

4 Sk
o

rd’,jfff il', ,l

Ly

HISSING IN HORROR.  THE NO CHANCE TO
VAMPIRE RETREATS unanw DEWE THIS STAKE |
TO THE FAR SIDE OF THE THROUGH HIS HEART |
STUDIO. EDWARDS PAUSES | WHILE HE'S AWAKE .
ONLY LONG ENGUGH TO MAYBE I CAM USE
SNATCH UP THE WOODEN [y, T AS A CLUE#_,
STAKE... 2

i
T |I,




_.CAUGHT OM A PEG, THE
CROSS BREAKS...

i
L [

g
| ,@} >

oy
@

f

T,

{ o
TWO FACES,BOTH INTENSE |’ g ¢ 7
EXPRESSIONS OF
DESPERATION--YET EACH ¢
A

EXPRESSING A DIFFERENT A

FORM OF URGENCY-- BB IC e
GLARE AT THE LOST ,.j'“ | .-"’ =
CRUXIFIX... y B e
= = ",’igw .9 =
MUSTREACH 1, f o s
THAT CRUXIFIX V7 =
BEFORE HAUSER
REACHES ME! / \\\ —
A =~ e

Ty
Ty

7 |
I
% o i :
o Z st - ﬁ(
ﬁ ._...f"ﬁ-' “"“-_ J : -F-

7 LIS
HE HAS THE STRENGTH
OF TEN MEN! 7

... AND SLAMS HIM AGAINST
THE WALL WITH BONE-
CRUSHING FORCE!

.-"-

/ |
/

o

; P
d A
i
4

Ly
1™ g k.

W
.

e jpe—

WITH LIGHTNING - _ 1
SWIFT SPEED, W 4~
HAUSER. GRAPPLES “s, g/
WITH THE DESPERATE W % .

A

¥ us SPEED 1S
UNBELIEVABLE!

SLOWLY... INEVITABLY, THE VAMPIRE - BEAST CLOSES IN,
THE EXHILARATING SCENT OF TRIUMPH HEAVY IN THE
DEATHLY=STILL AR, ... -

7 T'M F=FINISHED--
CAN'T AVENGE PAM'S
DEATH LUINLESS...

/.
%0




Wl
b

T N
. \ ‘\X\'\.-I 'li TG -‘:'_', . "_., ,
‘.? N " ,'. ki -_ 7 !

N

FEARING FOR HIS VERY.LIFE--SO
FRAGILE IN COMPARISON WITH THE

' VITALITY OF THE BLOOD-BEAST -~
THE TWO SUCCESSIVE BLOWS SEND . AND VICIOUSLY -=BUT ALMOST EDWARDS REALIZES HE 1S THE

THE VAMPIRE REELING BACK--BUT CARELESSLY--SLAPS THE WOODEN CHASED AND HAUSER. THE
EDWARDS 'RESPITE IS ONLY A STAKE FROM THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S SCARLET CREATURE OF THE NIGHT...
BRIEF OME, FOR, WITH EYES BLAZING FIRM BUT VAIN GRASP! THE CHASER.!

FERAL HATRED THE VAMPIRE RECOVERS...

STUMBLES OVER. ATRIPOD... (AP BETWEEN THEM, EDWARDS, | 2 . = \;;;
: IN DESPERATION, GRABS ONE OF ~
THE BROKEN TRIPOP'S WOODEN

9



..AND BRACES THE
SPLINTERED STRUT
AGAINS THE FLOOK...

W JUST AS THE VAMPIRE,
FANGSE MURDEROUSLY,

EXTENDED. LEAPS FOR HIM...

EPNOGLE." FEARNG ONLY DISBELIEF FROM THE
AUTHORITIES , EDWARDS RETURNS TO MARTHA
WASHINGTON HOSPITAL ...

AND THAT'S THE WHOLE
STORY, DR, SARNO HAUSER, | ABRSOLUTELY

Was A VAMPIRE, THAT INCREDIBLE : YOU'VE
EXPLAINS THE LOSS DONE A REMARKABLE
OF BLOOD PLASMA .~ JOB OF DETECTIVE

- WORK, MR EDWARDS ...
TRUE SLEUTHING IN THE
. HONDRABLE NEWSPAPER
£ TRADITION...

&

ol
.

Fsri vou wavent quite 3

o

GOT ALL THE PIECES

TOGETHER.... FOR EXAMPLE, ~— . MSSING!
HAD YOU BEEN FOLLOWING " <\ I
LAST NIGHT'S NEWS REPORTS | | GOOD LORDYS

MCRE CLOSELY, YOuU wouLD
HAVE DISCOVERED THAT...

/" INCREDIBLE! )

.. TWICE THE USuAL
AMOUNT OF BLOOD 'Was

o AND, AMID A SCARLET WELTER, OF STOLEN BLOOD, IMPALES
HIMSELF ONTHE WOODEN TRIPOD LEG!

YES-- ME TOO! AFTER
ALL vou CAN'T SPEND
TEN HOURS EACH MIGHT
WITH A COLLEAGUE
WITHOUT BEING
VELENCED

LOOKS AS /FPOOR EDWARDS
OVEREXPOSED HIS GOOD
DPEED OF THE MIGHRT TO
0L SARNO EH CLICKER
CREEPSTGET THE PICTURE?
SAYL.. SPEAKING OF PICTURES,
20 YOU MAVE THE TWo
BrETURE BOOKS SHOWN
OPPOSITE 7 TAKE IT FROM
ME THEY RE BEAUTIFUL !
I'VE ALWAYS HAD A SOFT
SPOT /N MY HEART FoR
LITTLE ORFPHAN ANNIE..,
AND BUCK ROGERS

s MY kKIND OF NERO !
. WELL,SEE
YOUu NEXT
/SSUE !




THE GAHHIEII IlF THE SEIIPEIIT

MONKEY ON YOUR Eﬂ'«ﬂ'-:'? -
F THAT'S NOTHING COMPARED &
o TO WHAT POOR THOGAR 4
: HAD TO HEFT, =

*"”Ho'Yuu RiDERS T HAVE NEED OF 'fnu '_5._

I AM C-ﬂli.LED THOGAR ! I AM TRAVELING TO THE LAND OF

RA-NOON, TO SEEK SHE WHOM I LOVE...SHE WHO WAS TAKEN
FROM ME U:IN{:':' AGD AND FAR AwaY! IF YOU WILL TAKE ME
THEE‘E I WILL SHARE MY TREASURES WITH YOU ! —

7 ~OU HAVE TREASURES!
77" IN THAT BAG ?
/3 [ HMAMA....

{ t:f )/

df' il ‘l“'

/ [
] e _
.tull.l._ll.h.u-.. :.'Illu

f‘a.

ART BY JERRY GRANDENETTI/ STORY BY T. CASEY BRENMNAN
9



=
1

' V0 @R 5 0| [ He LES WHERE HE HAS FALLEN, THE HOT SUN
éﬁfm H é@f’ y %@ m 5 18sYs] | BeamiNG cowN Upon Hikh, ALONE, UNTIL...

i
1]

= §,

Re I,

Jk_i-__*..— = -'_ A Lixil ! '___..1

=1
]

AT A TGO e RS TS
s U AU

O R n.#‘, !’,’f f !

e o S

B UL T .".:‘:'_'a

FORGIVE MY RUDENMESS ! THOUGH
YOUR APPEARANCE IS
FRIGHTENING, I PREFER YOU
TO THE RIDERS WHO BEAT ME
AND LEFT ME FOR DEAD,
STEALING ALL MY TREASURES!
I TRAYEL TO THE LAND RA-
| NOOM, TD SEEK THE GIRL
I LOVE —LORAaNA |

I AM STRONG AND COULD
| MAKE THE JOURNEY EASILY
I WITHOUT TIRING! BUT L &AM
| NO MATCH FOR THE MUR-
| DERERS AND THIEVES
WHO TRAVERSE




WE SHALL SOON SEE
" IF THIS IS THE BEST /
8 | 7 COURSE FOR US TO
2B . FOLLOW, SERPENT!
& .
¥

B I SENSE

SERPENT, HID..’
THE CALKA-

GENTLEST OF
ALL CREATURES!
I CANNOT

UooENLY.... P (S22 =3
Sup |."':.r gg E— . n-...,?hx
y

il { e
i o "-l.}
=5 Y oy
’ W b LR J
i | i
) | 1 1

BEAST IS THE |

o

@ “‘g}hr ;

S HA, HAL THEY TURN
] TAIL! IT 15 GOCDTO
HAH'E.'I”:'CLJ WITH

ME .

DAFFICULT TO Y

CARRY A SERPENT
THAN I ONCE |
IMAGINED, MY
FRIEND! VERY A




WHEN IT IS DONE, THEY SIT BY & DYING FIRE AND EAT
THE FRESH KILLED MEAT..

-

THE HORROR ON
THE FACE OF THE )
GENTLE CALKA-
BEAST— IT
| WEIGHS HEAVY J§
ON MY MIND, /(8
SERPENT !

.

T

.........

AN OLD MAN APPROACHES, CARRYING A ‘
N7 BASKET OF FOOD! EVEN ONE AS STRONG |
AS I CANNOT GO WITHOUT EATING MUCH |
LONGER! WE SHALL SEE IF WE CAN BARGAIN |

| TO WARD OFF THIEVES! BUT WE

[ REGRET THERE IS BARELY

ENOUGEH FOR TWO, MUCH LESS
FOR THREE! BUT T IS ALL THAT
I HAWE, AND I AM HAPPY TO |
ALLEVIATE YOUR SUFFERING!

I THINK NOT! I WOULD
NOT WISH TO TRADE My
HUMANITY, EVEN FOR
YOUR POWER! L CARRY -
YOU ON AGARRA-ZIN o
ONLY BECAUSE I
NEED PROTECTION !
WHEN I REACH
EPL'HGE?H; T- WELL
BE DONE WITH
YOU AND WITH
THE FOUL DEEDS
YOU CaUseE ME

DO NOT FEAR THE SERPENT, HE IS | MY FOOD? WHY,
ONLY MY TRAVELING COMPANION, / MY FRIENDS, T WILL
| SHARE IT WITH YOU
ARE HUNGRY AND WOULD LIKE  GLADLY! THE BASKET
TO BARGAIN WITH YOU FOR A | GROWS HEAYY ON MY
PORTION OF YOUR FOOD ! SHOULDERS, AND I

: COULD NOT TRAVEL
;- @ MUCH FARTHER
37

WITH IT,
ANYwaY !

-

r.l -
et i 3

AT IS A 1
& THERE IS NOT
US| BUT I THINK




WHY? WHY? HE WAS A |
GOOO OLD MAN! HE
WANTED TO SHARE WHAT
HE HAD WITH Us!

o 1 ey o
by i
o gl

et

- 20

oy X

Ll i TR
L o -l't'.'."-\-‘h v,

b AL



\, SOON, (CHOKE ), THIS wiLL BE BuT I v . THANK THE GODS THAT |
N A MEMCRY =4 BAD DREAM! AR $ WATER IS FREE, AND THAT
' | AND I WILL BE IN LORANA'S - - WE DO NOT HAYE TO KILL
| ARMS, AS GOOD AND NOBLE A
\_ AS I WAS BEFORE I
| BEGAN THIS JOURNEY !

/By

-—

e
"

o
N o
A
2
f
: ”
I
4 "
4
[
[

.
e = S
— e
- "‘"‘ =
e %

WHAT STRANGE ROAD IS THIS,
THAT IT TURNS MEN INTO MONSTERS!
AGARRA-ZIN=IN MY LANGUAGE,
IT MEANS THE HORRIBLE"!

| DID YOU RNOW THAT 7




THE 5‘13'-.:';!"5 BECAME WEEKS, AND THOGAR COMES TO FEAR NOTHING, AS EVERY MANNER OF CREATURES

HA HA! FLEE, YOU COWRRDS, FLEE! THE

SERPENT
COMES!

SR R

. T : o ; .' I - P 3 _.-"rj Y L ey o 1‘1" B . -
| o ; o d;}r na iﬂ_ﬂ " __ h - : -

4 f ____"!_.ﬂl..\. =
1 # ||"I., -
] . -I.i'

AN R
3 07

¥
5

LU )

j '“'-r.;.‘l. .
Y b
o ; W

| RA-NOON DRAWS
NEAR, L FEEL IT |
LIN MY BONES ! [

|
—
"

i —
SERPENT, LOOK! T
LIES JUST AHEAD !

— — I

i
BT e

£ ITIS Eﬂ-h‘{?ﬂﬂ.‘xw :

THE BEAUTIFUL LAND! Jii
. THE LAND WHERE B
\ LORANA AWAITS ME! | i

9



CUR JCURNEY ENDS, SERPENT.

IT IS HEKE THAT WE MUST PART

FOREVER--ROR THE LIFE I Swall

LEAD IN RA-NOON S=4_ B FAR
DIFFEREMNT THAM THE LIFE I LED

-

COULL NEVER
BESO!

THE HCUSE OF HER
PARENTS! I WCULD

| ENOW IT ANYWHERE,
EVEN AFTER MAONY

YEARS!

a

A SERPENT-MAN ! HELP FATHER,

HELP! '
A%

A

YOU DARE SPUKN ME, AFTER
I SUFFERED SO LONS TO ~

}\'\\‘m& Ty x\\

MIND OF THOGAR,
SOMETHING




I'VE KILLED HER. I'VE KILLED
HER WHOMW L LOVE -- HER WHOM
I TRANERSED ACARRA-ZIN

-.-.:.-. = .\v‘1

EHE STIRS! PERHAPS SHE WILL
SURVIVE MY ATTACK! BUT I-I
.,J-_:ﬁ" FLEE BEFORE =HE EEQLJIEE
Tam FORET :CHILD HI:'T il
X EEAE THAET NOW !

&, SHE WILL REMEM-
i’ BEK THE GOCD AND

GENTLE THOGAR OF

YEAKRS FAST, IF SHE

f HORROR ETCHED IN MY
FACE EXISTS IN AvY
VERY SOUL! IT wWOULD .-

, 1_-,;:-. LIVES! SHE WILL BE BETTER FOR ME
- ™ el NE EVER CONNECT IF L HAD DIED ALO
(M WITH THE THE WAY OF AGARRA -

- E-""_"F'::‘-.T MABN WHO | '.II ZIN!HOWCOULD T | Do

=4 n‘::ﬁ:"‘:" HEE“ |'"||':"."le TEE.&TED .'*n.'ﬁ'l":l"I ! ﬂh'h :
HOW COULD SHE ? ] PRECICUS LORANA | |8
THAT WaY! LORANA- /|

WHO (S MINE My | I
LONGER! R
Tn % B I
4,,,,,5,;,,,15 _f% N,
=1 ."ii LEN. m .*-?"‘ r‘i;‘?*- ] 'hf- §
— 10 : 3 3

#
|. -

%
- -,

.-'- o,
v I

I ®
| hljl: “ j’ =
) . "B " f
1 L = - -.._ "‘;L . Lt . 2 ',.r.b "::: |.||I.
N NN
] AW :‘_‘-ﬁ ! '{:\’Kb}" '
._ -.. .' L% f

e

R

MRM m! THAT |5 SEEF'ﬁ-q

WHERE SUCH AS ,".f ICOME TO
I BELONG ! JOIN YOU ONCE |
AGAIN!
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CLIMB UPON MY BACK ™
EEFEFEN'T} Al WE wWILL
BE ON OLR Way ! vou _
ARE EVIL, BUT WISE ! )
TELL ME THEN, WHY (77 2 &
HAVE I COME TO BE L4/ &
THIS way ? Y 3

o
e ot e M
ﬂ?'.- . e ol
-z ——— < E
¥ I,u:'.'_..u-n' T ", Suk
’ T, .
S T A “fr

< = gL
P e e 3 s

iy rhy _._,l; - iy L_;-Q;:.\_‘ i %
I_l..'_. |I'I;|"" \ .III/’

.J-:".'l_: f i kG .
I — o TR : %

i f : ‘.‘_., —— " — s e

7

r'cf

'..""\-_
it = -..h-_“‘:.‘- 1:.-

)
-

3
’ #

A

e i T

Ly
e

X

.

ANDHE WH

1

O CARRIES pSERPENT BECOMES PSERPENT e
_‘:N =y f.:kl_ﬁx:.___ % | G

PR

(" I'VE HEARD OF A SNAKE )
LB | [N THE GRASS BUT THIS (s
™\ 'S RIDICULOUS ! -
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g £ .;—r

#

'S

= <
ke
¢ ¥

'_-,I T

¥ 7

£
e e a

[ 3 LA ey 11 -9
| PROLOGUE ¥
L oee Tuere [+ /\Ei
1S A SADNESS HERE,A MISERY, A ‘: i
HOPELESSNESS CREEPING FROM EVERY :
PECAYING BUILDING, LIKE THE GRASS 54
CREEPING THROUGH THE BROKEN SIFEWALKS. =g
IT 15 WHERE I BELONG «.. -

AFPROACHES AND
I WAIT PATIENTLY...

LY

N\
I W )




WHEW ! T WONDER WHAT KIND
OF TRAINING HE WAS TRYING TO GET !
ANYWAY, HE WAS ON THE RIGHT
TRACK ! HEH-HEH! BUT OUR HERC'S
TROUBLES ARE JUST BEGINNING ! LET'S
LET HIM TELL HIS OWN STORY... THE
TALE OF ...

WHY DIP
oOU PO THAT ::'
TELL ME «se I
WILL LISTEN !

TELL YOU ?] WHY?!
TELL YOU 20 YOU CAN DO
WHAT P CAN YOU REWEAVE
THE FABRIC OF A LIFE 2 CAN
YOU HEAL A SOULP 1 HANE
MANY SECRETS, BUT YOU WiLL
KMNOW NONE OF THEM . 60 BACK
TO WHATEVER STRANGE GOD
IT WAS THAT SENT YOU,
AND TELL HIM YOU TOO
HAVE FAILED!

ART BY ESTEBAN MAROTO /STORY BY T. CASEY BREMNAN 10




HER EYES BURN
HYPNOTICALLY, AND 1
KMNOW 1 MUST SPEAK
WITH HER, IF ONLY FOR
A MOMENT. T KMNOW
TOC THAT SHE 15 NOT
HUMAN .SHE WOULDP
NOT HAVE WITNESSEDR
MY ATTEMPTEPR
SUICIPE 20 CALMLY
IF SHE HADP BEEN,SHE
KNOWS I CANNOT PIE...

——

" ALL RIGHT THEN.
THESE ARE My MEMNORIES:
1 PO MNOT KNOW WHO I AM .
OR WHY I LINE. I KNOW ONLY
THAT LONG AGO,LIFE WAS THE
MOST PRECIOUS THING OF ALL
TO ME,.NQOT BECAUSE IT
ITSELF WAS PRECIOUS. BUT
BECAUSE IT OFFERED HOPE.
NOW THERE 12 NO HOPE
LEFT WITHIN ME .

THEEE

IS5 MORE.

TELL ME OF
THAT, ALSO.,

YES,

THERE IS
WMORE IN MY SOUL.
NOT MEMORIES,
BUT PREAMSE...

_ Dreams

¥ | ¥ V el OF A PEACE
%ﬁi A § M) wHicH 1
e 7. | . NEVER KNMEW,

o'

40 9 3 | DREAMS OF STREAMS
XL b ANP WILD FLOWERS,
g ANDP COLLIE DOGS

T RUNNING THROUGH

WIPE OPEN

FIELDS s

129 NOT WRITTEN
THAT YOu SHOULD!
BUT COME WITH
ME AND PERHAPRPS I
WILL GIVE YOou
WHAT YOU CRAVE
MOEST sas

AND &0 T FOLLOW
HER BECALUSE ] HAVE

“OWHERE ELSE TO

| TURN.BECAUSE ONE

i PIRECTION 1& MUCH
LIKE ANOTHER NOW...

108



| .  THE SEWERS...
GO AND PERHAPS

"‘-n,,__.‘..hhh - . > 2 : . . ’
m .I!:j - - ¥ ‘ r
Je =
- D i ﬂﬂ - --r-.-'"
2 | IR ; HEEE= .
1/ AL L L-ru THERE 15 WHERE
Wil YOU BELONG ) IN
? 2 I WILL GIVE 'y
u E?EATH%I
-\-“‘-\-\. g ::E:\L%\f: =

1
g ‘
; 0

& YO
e
rel's ;
[} Y .
'k .
he —

K =
=y  —
- -

—— = i g
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WAITING FOR WHATEVER IT WILL BRING ME A QUOTATION
COMES TO MIND : " LOOK UPON MY 'l.\-ﬂEH‘E, YE MIGHTY,
LOOK YE AND DESPAIR." THIS 19 WHAT OME LIFE HAS !
WROUGHT.THESE ARE THE HOPES® AND DREAMS OF A 1A
LIFETIME . PREAMS PISTORTEDR, PERVERTEDR, CORRURPTED, [
AND DENIED...TILL ONLY ONE DREAM 18 LEF y OMNE

ALL- ENCOMPASSING y OBSESSIVE PREAM 1A
OVERSHAPOWING AND SUBVERTING ALL THE OTHERS ... 1

=

| WALK DESPONDENTLY THROUGH THE SEWERS NOW T

ONE PREAM,THE VERY ESSENCE OF
WHICH TELLS THE STORY OF ONE LIFE...
LET ME DI‘E Naw-i-li

TILL AT LAST.., e _ Y N
WELCOME ' - \/&*ﬂ??
4

_.|1
=g |

STEANGER ! T AMm ; . g I
THE CULMINATION i K
OF ALL THINGS ! ¥ e es

I A THE -ﬂl y
EQUALIZER! I ; s o s

THE SMILES
FROM THE JOYOUS.., §)
THE RICHES FROM
T-HE MIGHTTI (N
THE PLEASURES |
FROM THE ]
SINNERS., .. [
THE MISERY FROW
THE AFFLICTED #ss/

AND THE :
HOPE FROM ALL
THOSE WHO STILL
POSSESS IT )
I AM DEATH!
WELCOME !

ME THEN ! I AM
REAPY FOR YOU !l
A2 BUT ONE THING .
BE COMPLETE ! BLOT
ME OUT ! ERASE MY
EVERY THOUGHT, MY
EVERY MEMORY |
m. LET THERE BE NO
W, DPREAMING IN THE
LAND OF PEATH!

110

r"ﬂ:'u ARE ARROGANT
IN YOUR REQUESTS,

STRANGER | T THINK
FERHAFS Y0OU STILL
DO HAVE HOPES] [f:
THANATOS = MY Tix
SON | PEAL
WITH Him !




1 FALL AND WAIT FOR MY
EXISTENCE TO CEASE , BUT
THERE 1S NOTHING . T LIVE
STiLL , AND NO PROP OF BLOOP
ESCAPES MY BODY...

P10 YOU REALLY %
THINK WE WOULEP ALLOW
Yyou TO DIE? PP You
THINK WE WOULDP ATTEMPT
TO ALLEVIATE YOUR
SUFFERING? THE WORLP
THAT EXISTS FOR

Whuy 2 WHY DO I STILL LIVE P
PEATH SPEAKS NOW...

FATE 1S THE
MOST DIaMAL OF
ALL: YOU ARE A

STRANGER IN




U
UNPERSTAND FAR
TOO LITTLE ; KNOW
THIS THEN: THAT THE
GREATEGST OF ALL GIFTS GIVEN
TO MAN=-PERHAPS THE ONLY
GIFT- WAS THE RIGHT TO
PIE. ANY OTHER MAN CAN
W KNOW THAT SOMEDRAY
Rl HE-AND ALL HIS WOES- WILL
il SOMEPAY CEASE TOBE
s NO MATTER HOW FEICH,&G'
- MATTER HOW FPOOR-THIS
|& THE ONE GREAT GIFT,
WE HAVE PEPRIVELD YOU
OF THAT GIFT ! GO AND
LIVE ... BECALUSE IT
AMUSES US TOSEE
YOu LIVE | -

[ I DO GO, THE mmﬁpe oF
PEATH ECHOING EMPTILY THREOUGH
MY S0OUL, HAUNTING MY EVERY
FOOTSTEP. GO AND LIVE ...
IT AMUGBES US... S0 1 WALK
AND AWAIT WHATEVER NEW
SUFFERINGS THAT HELL “WILL
BRING . PATIENTLY, HUMBLY, ..
A -'l.'n.LI'ErT EVERY Mﬁ-.h!.

mﬂ% 1—1%«!:-

L s ....;.nr--"-

ot _?-__q-

——

e
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IT IS CHRISTMAS EVE,I1976. THE WORLD HAS NOT CHANGED MUCH FROM THE EARLIER '7Os.
THE WAR NOW RAGES IN ANOTHER PART OF THE WORLD. POLITICAL DECEIT CONTINUES ON THE
UPRISE. TECHNOLOGY CONTINUES TO DWARE SOC/ETY!S COMPREHENSION. MAN HAS
EARNED HIMSELF A FEW MORE NUMBERS THAT CATALOGUE AND CATEGORIZE HIM. FREEDOM
HAS BECOME A MORE ABSTRACT TERM THAM EVER BEFORE. AND MURDER, EVEM AS CARCL -
EERS CONTINUE THEIR PERENNIAL HYMM SINGING, ALSO REMAINS /

ANTHONY CRANE FPARKS =
HIS BATTEREL (77/ BUick _ _f Lo &
SEVERAL BLOCKS FROM i 1E1 o

| &

WENPELL BOURQUES o _ : Es e e 7
: : o i

LAVISH APARTAMENT HOUSE
THE WIND IS CoOL ON
S FACE ANDP AS HE
EURTIVELY MAKES HiE
Wy 7O WENDELL
Si:u'EgUE:S' PLACE,
CRANE WONLPERS /F THE
TRAITIONAL CHRISTMAS
EVE SNOWFALL WILL

COVER THE CITY THIS
AT GHT,

THE L16HT IS ON N
BOURQUES APARTMENT
G082 F THAT MEANS HE
IS N CRANE SMILES IN
THE CARKNESS . HE HAS
CESERVED THIS MAN FOR
THE PAST TWO WEEKS
MHE HAS CONCENWVED
MHrE PLAN WiTH SELATE
CALM. HME WiILE KitL
WENDELL BOURQUE
BEFORE THIS NIGHT

{S THROUGH,

SOMEWHERE /N THE DIST-
ANCE AS WE GAINS
ENTRANCE TO THE APART-
MENT HOLISE THROUSH
THE REAR, THERE ARE
THE SOFT SOLUNES

OF cAROLEERS SINGING
INTD THE WING

PEACE ON EARTH,
GO0 WiLL TOWARE
MENT WHEN WILL
THEY EVER LEARN,
WEONDERS C2ANE,
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- 1 —

CLAIRE?T IS THAT \ ——————

YOU?Z YOU'RE HERE .LK

EARLIER THAN T
EXPECTEDR. HAVEN'T
EVEN FINISHED

W EP..F"F”HE! YouR

PRESENT.

/ SORRY MR.BOURQUE
THIS |5 SPECIAL
DELIVERY A CHRISTMAS
PRESENT FROM A
CLAIRE CRAMNE.

-E'I" S w Wit \" T ) J .
'n"'l._:_: \ "\ A\ A\ If L
—r L _4

NOT _REALLY THERE ISN'T MUCH |

Y
e

NOW, THAT'S 0D \

TO SPEAK ABOUT WHERE ™
> ﬁnénﬁEEangT.Ep wu Aﬂf CONCERMNED. Tm'g .--'-‘hL
AH DON'T_YOU PUT THAT THI -
AT £ AWAY T WE CAN ACT L -y
et LIKE CIVILIZEDR ADULTS. | Ny

P

IV merry cHRISTMAS,
MR . BOURQUE.
FROM MR, CRANE,
IF YoU DON'T
KNOW WHO T

CAN'T WE 7 OR ARE
You INCAPABLE

IMAGINE
CLAIRE HAS

SPOKEN OF
ME OFTEN.

I WILL PUT
IT AWAY.
AFTER I
KILL YOU,

D —

( WHERE IS CLAIRE ?

s

You CANT BE
SERIOUS 7

-

/" OH I IMAGINE

T SHE'LL BE
T ':a HERE SOON
’ 1 = SHE'LL FIND

OH BUT I
AM . IVE KNOWN ABOUT YOU
AND CLAIRE FOR SOME
TIME.IVE PREFARED FOR
THIS WITH A CERTAIM
AMOUNT OF
RELISH.

YDUR BODY.

T
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B oW, LISTEN, CRANE, I CAN
B EXPLAIN ABOUT CLAIRE

HAS BEEN EMOTION-
ALLY AND INMTELLEET -
x?;iﬂ STARVED:.

—_— -y

AND I. SHE IS A VERY
LONELY WOMAN WHO

CRANE STANPS AGHAST FOR A MOMENT THE IMAGINED

VIOLENCE DOES NOT CONFORM WITH THE PHYSICAL

gﬁ-ﬂ.ﬁfﬂ-‘f ?E:"E BLoop ASSULTS HiS BANKERS SENSE
ORDER.,

¥

PETTY MAM HEADED
MOWHERE ' T AWM OMNE

MEL AT THE TRUSTING

I AM IN CHARGE OF

SECTION ! A SECTION

WHICH EEGULATES ~1
THE FILES OF ovER T..
500000 PEOPLE !
HEAD ED NOWHERE
SHE says /! :

SHE CALLED ME A EMALL}T

OF THE LEADING PERSON- pJ!
TOWN NATIONAL BANK S
THE ENTIEE COMPUTER 4 f-

I DON'T THIMK YOu UHDEEmﬂDw_H\"
WHAT SHE MEANT, CRAME,

OH, I UNDERSTAND HER
ALL RIGHT!SHE HAS
A THING WITH You !
SHE IS NOT GOING TO \._’
DPEMEAN MY STATURE! |

IT COULE RUIN ME.

WHAT you
ARE ABOUT
O CO...

THE IMAGE OF TORN FLESH BURNS INCELIBLY INTO IS

MING ALONGE WITH IMAGES OF BouRQUE AND MHIS
W/FE TOBETHER. EVEN .-11.‘.‘-' HE FLEES THE SCENE, HE
CANMOT FORCE BouRQUES GAZE FROM coniSC/iol/s-
NESS LIFE  LIKE SOWME MYSTIC FORCE ,FAPES N TS oWV

LISTINCTIVE STYLE,

1




CRANE STEPS OUT INTO THE
CO0L WIND HE BLINKS HIS EVES,
MHOPELESSEY TEYING TO SHUT oUT
THE MEMORY. A LIGHT SNOW
HAS BEGUN TO FALL.THE w
LANDSCAPE IS QUIET AND STILL, : e
WAY /N THE DISTANCE, THE '

CAROLEERS CONTINUE THEIR f
TREX, THEIR VOICES SOFTER
ANOW. THEY ARE SINGING
T DREAMING OF A
WAHITE CAHRISTMAS”® /N
MONCE OF THE SNOWEALL.

i 7

HE CATEHES A GLIMPSE OF HIS HAND THE FINGERS DRIP BLOOPD, DEEP,
THE SNOW KISSES HIS BURNING

FROM THE CORNER OF HIS EYES ANP REL BLOOP THE LIQUIP FALLS
FLESH. TRRITATELD, HE WIFES HIS HEART NEARLY STOPS /TS SLAM - FROM HIS FLESH TO THE GROUND
AT THE COLD WETNESS. MING RYTHMN / AS HE STARES TRYING TC

COMPREHEND.

M/S FIRST THOUGHT IS THAT HE TOUCHED THE

I MUST BE GOING MAD, HE THINKS AN STRAINS
CORPSE . E{HEHLF MHE REJVECTS THAT HE WENT OECHESTNUTS ROASTING ON THE OFPEN FIRE !
NOWHERE NEAR THE Boov. HoOow 15 /7 THAT ARE HEARLD /N THE DISTANCE. I MUST BE SO/NG
HIS HANDS ARE COVERED WITH BOURQUE'S MADP TO EVEN CONSIDER THE /PEA THAT THIS IS THE
SLooLr € SOUL OF THE LPEAL MAN MAUNTING ME.

‘ 7

e T i
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THE PRECINGT
SWITCHEBOARE
S LIGHTERP
LIKE A
CHEISTHAS
TREE GONE
BERSERK
EVEN CHRIST-

MAS EVE.
DOES NOT

PROVIPE A
SANCTUARY
FOR THE
VICTIMS OF
LYOLENCE .
FRONICALLY,
MOLERN
TECHNOLOGY
OAMLY APLPS
TO THE

GENERAL
CONEFUSION.

B |

1lr

oI
L

s R\ US IT WON'T LAST,

”_"’I 1)
un"l [ 1y o
L~ NO., MAAM'
THERE'S NOT A
THING TO WORRY
ABOUT/ THE METEOR-
OLOGISTS ASSURE

LONMG.)

| /Au THOSE METEOROL -

W SCIENTISTS ARE ALL SAYS SHE .
ALIKE ! THEY SAY DISCOVEREDR A
THERE... THEY'RE... STIEE !

e

HEY, TURNER .,
WANTA TAKE THIS
CALL ? GOT A BROAPD

OG/5TS CAN GO To HELL
OFFICER ! THESE PAMNED

ECOLO... UHM...ECO...

w kR o

= dBAuY AT aay

nl=]=

.IFl'r \
(k)
, RIGHT !
THEYRE COMNCERNED
ABOUT THAT / THEN
THEY PULL STUNTS
LIKE THIS. PROBABLY
POLLUTED THE WHOLE
DAMN WESTERNM...
HEMIS...HEMI ..\

I SEE,
WENDPELL...
CouLp you

SPELL THAT?

DETEETWE
TUERMEE
SPEAKING,..
WHAT'S THAT,.
A BODY 2
.00 YOU
KNOW THE
VICTIM .

-
"11

17 CLAIRE CRANE Z
e DR THE
ADDRESS PLEASE

RIGHT THERE '

AND YOUR 1\\
NAME .

.WE'LL BE

=
'l.. .‘l : L

“ oLD TIMER' GoT
A SQUEAL OVER
ON MADISON. TIME
TO MAKE LIKE JACK

WEBB AGAIMN. l '|

v
3\.4; Ll

HA‘*-'EH "r HAD
ENOUGH
HAPPENING
TOMNIGHT /

NEXT THING
WE'LL HAVE TO
DO IS RESCUE
QL SAINT NICK
FROM SOMEBODY'S
CHIMMNEY

ot




THE SICEWALKS ARE NEARLY DESERTED . THE
SNOWFALL 1S HEAVIER. CRANE WANDERS THE
CARKNESS AIMEESSLY, STARING AT- THE BLooP
THAT NOW COVERS M. M5 EXPENSIVE

JACKET IS STAINEER WITH GORE. MIS FACE
IS BATHED N BLODD.

OF CGEATH ANG REPEMPTION.

25 HE GOING IWSAME THE RELIVES THE MOMENT
HE F/IRED THAT P/STOL /NTO BOURQUE'S FACE.
THE FLESH EBURSTING, THE BLODL SPILLING
OLTTIWARLD,

P ERHAPS, THE SNOW /5 ACTUALLY DROPS oF BOURQUES
BLOOD WEEPING FROM THE HEAVENS 2 NO, THATE INSANE,
BUT HE RECALLS CHRISTMAS EVE AS A YOUNGSTER ,
STANDING IN THE HUGE CHURCH WHERE AtL THE
SOUNDS ECHOED ANP SOME FIGUIRE IN BLACK SHOUTED

LA

nli I"!.IJ-

""!ijt_'.

EINALLY HE STUMBLES TO MIS CAR. ME MUST GAW
CONTROL OF HIMSELF. ESTABLISH HIS ALIBI. YES,
OFFICERS , SPENT THE ENTIRE CHRISTMAS

EVE WITH MY GRANBMOTHER. NO, I DON'T KNOW
WHERE MY W/EE WAS.

ME TURNS
ON THE
WINPSHIELD
W/PERS AND
NEARLY
SCREAMS .
THE WIPERS
MOVE BACK
AND FORTH,
SPREADING
A CURTAIN
OF PARK
BLOOD OVER
THE GLASS,
AND THEN,
THE GLASS
SLICKENED,
THE WI/IPERS
PASS AS /F
OVER GREASE.
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LAVID TURNER CLOSES HiS
EYES. ME COES NOoT wWisH
TO SEE WMAT L/ES BE-
YOND THE WINPSHIELD.
THERE WL BE ENOLIGH
T PO WHEN THEY BEEACH
THE SCENE HDF THE
MURDER. /T |5 EHZ/STMAS
EVE ANP ME WOLILD
RATHER RECALL PAST
CHRISTMASES WHEMN AS
A CHILE, HE WAITED N
THE DCARKNESS OF THE
ROoOmM ANG FOUNEG IT
IMPOSSIBLE TO SLEER

DIFFICULT PRIVING, CAVE!
THAT WOMAMN BACK AT THE
PRECINCT HAD A POINT.
WONDER WHAT KIND OF
POLLUTION ALL THIS
WILL LEAVE,SAY, DID YoU
SEE THAT CHARLIE BROWN

CHRISTMAS SPECLAL AGAINT

YEAH. FUNNY E _—
THING THOUGH., ' B

/ THEN I WATCH
THAT KID LINUS
COME OUT

OM THE STAGE. '
R o O

VOICE THEY
USE 1S
GREAT,

1 Wm's THAT ¢
STILL

GETS TO AME. I 54Y,
FIRMLY TO MYSELF:
THIS TIME IT WILL

MOT GET UNDER AW
SKIM..,

FlEf

IT'S NOT SO MUCH WHAT
HE SAYS.IT'S THE
ATMOSPHERE . THE SMALL,
VULNERABLE VOICE IN

THE HUGE AMPHI-
THEATRE, SORT Qy{
-

SYM - WHAT ?
WHAT'S THAT

JUST SORT OF REPRE-
SENTS ALL THE VULMER-

ABLE YOUNG VOICES,
JUST STARTING TO SPEAK,
THREATENED WITH
EXTINCTION.

WHAT You
MEAN 15,1T
GETS TO You.
i  YOU MEAMN,ITS
7, CHRISTMAS,

YEAH, WHAT
I MEAN IS,
IT GETS TO
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CRANE FLEES FROM THE CAR AND RUNS ALONG A LANDSCAPE THAT IS HORRIBLY DISTORTED.

ELOOL PRIFS FROM EVERY COBJECT HE SEES. AUTOMOBILES HOUSES STEPS. EVERYTHING.

(GO0 ity Y, /it

5 _'_".;x e AT TR e .
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HE HEARS THE CAROLEERS AGAIN| | WE RUNS TowARD THEM. HENEEDS) | HiS ENTIRE Bopy IS SHAKING AS
AND SEES THE GROUFED THE PRESENCE OF HUMAN BEINGS, | HE REACHES THE GROUF THEIR

FIGURES STANDING UNCER A HE MEEDS 7O KNOW THAT TH/S VoI ES ARE RAISEDR IN MELDPD -
| JOUS DISCORD. THEY ARE SING -

STREET LAMP. CANNOT 8L HE MUST BE HALL- - '
LCINATING . BUT THATS ABSURD!| | ING JINGLE BELLS " AND THE/IR
RESPONSIBLE BANK REFPRE - VorcES ARE GAY AND LIGHT. HE
SENTATIVES DO NOT CANNOT KBEMEMBER A TIME
WHEN M5 OWN VorcE WAL a4y

AND LIGHT HE WANTS To JON N

MALLLCINATE 7

T

THEY TURN TOWARE MM, SMIEING ANED INVITING , ALL PECKEL OUT /N THEIR XOLIDAY BEST AND THE/R
FACES ARE R/IPPEL RAW WITH STREAMS oF BLoopL THE SMAULES CEASE TO BE NVW/TING, THEY

LNOW OF MIS HORRIBLE DEED, AND THEY ARE BOURQUES EMISSAR/ES /Y

Fa

3 o TR -
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THE WOMAN /5 HYSTER/ICAL. TURNER HMHAS MAMDLED AMi5 SHARE OF MNYSTERICAL WOMEN, BUT THIS
/S CHRISTMAS EVE AND TURNER IS5 FEELING NOSTALGIC, AND AS HE MHOLLPS ON TO THE BRONKEN
WOMAN, HE CANNOT MHELP BUT THINK THAT cHRISTMAS EVE /S A LOUSY TIME TO LOSE A LOVER,
IT LEAVES LITTLE MOPE FOR THE NEW YEAR COMFORTNG ARME WILL NOT EMERACE THE PAYS
ANE MONTHS OF THAT NEXT YEAR AND 3D THERE /5 LITTLE REASON TO Lok FORWARD 7O /T

S

WHAT WERE YOU DOING OUT, MAAM T [ Al AR
DIDN'T You HEAR THE BULLETINS [ ) '
ASKING THE POPULACE TO AVOID A ~ [ WHAT ABoUT "

GOING OUT TONIGHT 2 : YOUR HUSBANP? /

_ ey \
= WHO CARED WHAT THE
|y OUTSIDE WORLD wAs
“a DOING € THEY'RE JUST PLAYING .
. 1' GAMES.., WHILE...WE ngRE -.-:::Emlé; ;

.. TO HAVE CHRISTMAS TOGETH

| HE DOESNT SUSPECT
ANYTHING . HE'S SPENDING
CHRISTMAS EVE WITH

HIS GRANDMOTHER ,

PROBABLY WONDERING
HOW MUCH SHE'LL
LEAVE HIM WHEN N
SHE PASSES AwWAY. & \

WENDELL WAS BEAUTIFUL 1 |}
YOU KNOW.HIS HANDS . . )
WERE KIND. I CAN
NEVER AGAIN TELL
Him How

BEAUTIFUL

BUT YOU'LL
| | HAVE TO

oy
ocgsegvo\{ |8 ot
WOMAN WHO '
WAS THAT WAY.

.'rg | e

L

ol

TLURNER /18 WATCHING THE PESFEAR ON HER FACE. THEY
WALK OUT IANTO THE SNow BUT SHE SEEMSE NOT FONOTICE
THE COLL KISSING HER ALREADY WET CHEEKS.
TURNER WATTHES HER AND THAT /S5 THE REASON HE

LOES NOT SEE ANTHONY CRANE STUMBEBLE INCOHERENT-
LY TOWAREL THEM,

ot %,‘
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ANTHoNY CRANE CANNOT BEL/EVE His EVES HE TURNER NOTICES THE CHANGE N HER FACE
AAS STUMBLED AWAY FROM THOSE GROTESQUE AND (OOKSE OUT TOWARD THE S/IDEWALK.
CARDLEERS ANE NOW HERE /5 CLARE, PRAPED
IN HER LOVERS BLOOPD, MER FLESH CARESSED
BY MER (OVER'S LIFE ESSENCE,

f# THE DISTANCE THERE SEEMS T0 BE A THE MOVEMENT REGISTERS S0 DOES THE IMAGE
ZARK FIGURE STARING W/ILL-EVED AT OFE THME FrEToL THE AMAN HOLPS.
THEAM. AND THEMN HE SEES THE AN HISE,

TeRNER THROWS
CLAIRE FORWARLE
AND , AS HE MITS
THE 'WET LAWN,
ORAWE 1<
POLICE SPECIAL .
GUNSHOTS

SHATTER THE
NIGHT. TURNER

FORGETS ABOUT
CHRISTMASES
AND BROKEN
WOMEN AND
RETURNS FIRE,
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CRANE DUcks INTO THE NEAREST APARTVIENT IS FOOTSTEPS ECHO UP THE WINDING STAIR-
WELL, HE MUST ELUDE THEM. THEN HE CAN

HOUSE AND FLEES P THE (INOLEUMED
MHALLWAYS, PLAN FURTHER. /F ONLY HE COULD UNDER-
. e STAND EVERYTHING .

CRANE FLEES DOWN ANOTHER CORRIDOR, HMHE DEVISES THE PLAN QUICKLY, RUNS TO THE
END OF THE CORR/IDOR, LEAVING A CLEAR SET

THEN HE REALIZES HOW EAS/LY THEY CAN
OF TRACKS. THEN, WITH CUNMING, HE SLIPS

FOLLOW HiM. THE SOLES OF AHIS SHIOES ARE
THE SHOES DFF HIS FEET AND BACKTRACKS

SLICK WITH BOURQUE'S BLooD, BLool RED
FPRINTS LEAD AWAY FROM AHiM. HIDING ARDLUNG A CORNER.




CRANE WATCHES THE DETECTIVE i [ SQUEEZE THE TRIGGER.

ADVANCE CAUTIOUSLY HE AIMS | BUT ALL ME CAN REMEM -
THE PISTOL AND SEES THAT IT /S || BER /5 BOURGUE'S FLESH

COVEREL wWiTH Bioor EVEN THE || TORN To EHNREDS, HE CAN-
FIGURE THAT STALKS THE COR- | | MOT PULL THE TRIGGER.
RICOR DRIPS BLOOD OBSCENELY | %\ =

B ) =1 ONTO THE FLOOR. | BN : e

OBRIEN
I'VE GOT HIM
COVERED [

A§
B

MIRACLES. IT'S CHRISTMAS
EVE, REMEMBER?Z GUY HAD
A CHAMNGE OF HEART,

HE HAD ME

DEAD TO RIGHTS,
O'BRIEN. T WAS
WALKING RIGHT
INTO HIS
TRAP /

WELL,I GUESS,
BAD AS THINGS |
ARE , THEYRE
STILL THERE,
= 2 \r—-’f——“

N Vg
A7

MAYBE HE AIN'T HEAR

THE RADIO EEﬂADr:AE'S.
HERE... IT'S COMING
OVER THE AIR AGAN.

¥ v
Rk B e L ¥
T 1 / =1
P < g il ) 1

DON'T KNOW ANYTHING

.|::.l1 1 .
- E“h ABOUT A CHANGE OF
s ; L\ HEART, BUT I SURE

I

A WISH T KNEW WHAT was
_BUGGING THIS GUY.

MANS FIRST
ATTEMPT TO CONTROL
THE ELEMENTS HAS
FAILED. THE DECISION
THAT BEGAN MONTHS
AGO TO MAKE THIS

e _/\)wx, . *“.r i ﬂf

L Y
NIGHT THE FIRSTIN ;‘“‘\ = _ T o _.
MAN'S DOMINION >/ / +I* TO PROVE WE . = THE CHEMICAL _ &
OVER NATURE. ==\ COULD CONTROL THE ., _» REACTIONS THE BIG WE REPEAT,
7 WEATHER AND BRING - | BOYS WHIPPED UP : THERE IS NO
Jf Y -y OUR OWN TRADITIONAL _, . HAVE REACTED STRANGE- DANGER. PLEASE
_,L"/Z - CHRISTMAS EVE SMOW- LY, TURNING ALL OUR _ TRY TO STAY IN-
: /. FALL. SORRY, FOLKS, BUT [\ WHITE SNOW ADEER &/ DODRS AS THE
£ IT WON'T BE A L BLOOPRED  Tiipee CHEMICALS

WHITE CHRISTMAS
__AFTER ALL/S

-y -\_- :""-\.l'-.

AS THEY DRIVE AWAY, THE RADIO ISSUES FORTH THE MESSAGE IT HAS BEEN BROAD-
CASTING ALL NIGHT, AND ANTHONY CRAMNES FACE DISSOLVES. BETRAYED BY A BROTHER
. TO THE TECHNOLOGY HE HAS SERVED SOMEWHERE IN THE BACKGROUND, THERE ARE

' THE DISTANT SOUNDS OF CAROLEERS. /7 /S CHRISTMAS EVE, /976, AND THERE ARE

ST/LL A FEW WOrcEsS RAISEDS /N SONG,
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